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INTRODUCTION. 


Apes fragments of MSS. from which the following texts have been 
copied are all palimpsests, and formed part of the great collection 
of Hebrew parchments, so long stored in the Genizah of the synagogue 
in Old Cairo, which Dr Schechter received from the Grand Rabbi of 
Egypt in 1897. They were presented by him and by Dr Taylor, Master 
of St John’s College, to the University of Cambridge in 1898. Amongst 
‘them were eleven leaves of the Original Hebrew of Ecclesiasticus, 
belonging to two manuscripts, discovered by Dr Schechter, with some 
leaves of the Hexapla, and some autograph letters of Maimonides; and 
an autograph letter of Cushiel; also the fragment of Aquila found by 
Mr Burkitt; and many documents of great, though somewhat lesser 
interest. 

All the Palestinian Syriac palimpsest fragments contained in this 
volume, were picked out from the heap of miscellaneous scraps by 
Dr Schechter himself, partly for the sake of the upper Hebrew script, 
and partly because he suspected the under one to be Syriac. In this 
he was confirmed by Mr Burkitt, who happened to see some of the 
earliest specimens, including probably No. III. or V. which Dr Schechter 
had laid aside for our inspection. Twenty-one fragments were entrusted 
to Mrs Gibson and me in 1898 by Dr Taylor and Dr Schechter, for the 
purpose of editing, and nine more in June 1899 by the Syndics of the 
University Library. To the texts of these we have added that of four 
scraps belonging to ourselves, two of which, though purchased from 
dealers in Cairo, came originally from the Genizah. 

The 30 documents (or 34, counting our own) differ considerably in 
age, in value, and in the degree of their preservation ; or rather, I might 
say, of the ill-usage to which they have been subjected. 
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The place in which they were so long stored merits description. 
We were enabled, when in Cairo, through the kindness of Dr Schechter, 
to visit it. The synagogue is a plain, whitewashed building, round 
three sides of which runs a gallery. At one end of this gallery a rude 
ladder, with rungs very wide apart, gives access to a door in the 
wall, some fourteen feet above the floor. Through this door one of the 
synagogue servants jumped, and as he alighted in the inner darkness, 
we who stood below heard the crash of ancient vellum beneath his feet. 
We had to content ourselves with a peep, from the top of the ladder, at 
this lumber-room, the Genzzah, whence have issued from time to time so 
many ragged scraps of writing to make glad the hearts of European 
scholars. For centuries, whitewash has tumbled upon them from the 
walls and ceiling ; the sand of the desert has lodged in their folds and 
wrinkles ; water from some unknown source has drenched them; they 
have squeezed and hurt each other; whilst all the time some of them 
were keeping for us very precious secrets. 

Tt was my not altogether pleasant duty when in Cairo, to separate 
and cleanse those of the Genizah fragments which Mrs Gibson and 
I had acquired, and, ab uno disce omnia, 1 found each little bundle of 
heterogeneous leaves glued together, some loosely, through having been 
dried after immersion in water; some tightly, by a treacle-like sticky 
substance formed out of their own decay. Sometimes a handful which 
I supposed to consist of three leaves would be found to conceal a 
dozen, each differing in character from its neighbours, and amongst the 
dust which covered them I discovered not a few very tiny insects. 
Thus the numerous holes with which our palimpsest leaves are studded 
have certainly been produced by long adhesion to a slowly mouldering 
mass of parchment and paper. 

The fragments differ much in the degree of their legibility. Dates, 
in cases where none are given, are impossible to fix, and only a vague 
guess can therefore be made about the epoch to which each fragment 
belongs. This resolves itself ultimately into a question of handwriting, 
and in this matter we can only invoke the diligent consideration of our 
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facsimiles, and the tentative judgment of those who are more skilled 
in these matters than we are ourselves. 
We feel justified in saying, however, that no earlier specimen of 
the language is known than these texts of Jeremiah, Joel, Hosea, 
Corinthians, Thessalonians, Timothy and Titus. We are certain, also, 
that these are no parts of a Lectionary, but are the remains of an early 
Syriac version, translated from the Septuagint. It will be observed 
that there is no indication of a rubric between the conclusion of Hosea 
and the beginning of Joel in Fragment VI., and that Fragment XI. 
exhibits the headings wala, and edhaaahh “second (Timothy).” 


It was natural to suppose from the character of the upper Hebrew 
script, that those Fragments which contain texts of I. Thessalonians 
and of II. Timothy must be portions of the same MS. as those edited 
by Mr Gwilliam in Axecdota Oxontensia, Semitic Series, Vol. I. Part V.; 
but whereas two of the Bodleian fragments measure 12 inches by 84, 
the longest of the Cambridge leaves measures only 9? inches by 7%. 
Moreover in the Bodleian fragments the Hebrew script runs across 
the Palestinian Syriac, and in the Cambridge ones it runs the same 
way. 

A re-agent, hydro-sulphuret of ammonia, has been employed, by 
special permission of the University Librarian, only on Fragments II. 
XI. XXII. XXVI. XXX., with I. and If. of our own, and on portions 
of Fragments I. III. V. VII. It has in no instance been used where 
the words could be deciphered without it; nor where the leaves were 
riddled with holes, experience having shown us that under the latter 
conditions more would be lost than gained by its application. Frag- 
ments I. and II. of our collection would have been perfectly illegible 
without it; the under script in these was mistaken by me for a faint 
brown streak of dirt; and it was thus left to Dr Schechter, who knew 
the appearance of the Hebrew script in the fragments of his own 
collection, to recognize that this streak was really an ancient text. 

Mrs Gibson and I are separately responsible for the decipherment 
of those Fragments to which our initials are appended. The plan 
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which we have followed was for one editor to revise the other’s work ; 
then to submit the printed text to Dr Nestle, of Maulbronn,:and_ to 
verify his suggestions; it was then re-read from the manuscripts by 
Dr Rendel Harris, of Cambridge, and received its last revision from our- 
selves. The early Creed on Fragment XIII. was identified and de- 
ciphered almost wholly by Dr Harris. I had copied a few words, 
amongst which were wamasm am, and this at once suggested to 
Dr Harris both the word d“oovcvos and the type of document in which 
it was likely to occur. I am, nevertheless, responsible for its accuracy. 
We shall be grateful for any suggestions about those of the fragments, 
which, though deciphered, are as yet unidentified. Of the Biblical 
texts only 1 Thess. iv. 3—14 has already been published (Gwilliam, 
Anecd. Oxon. Semitic Series, Vol. I. Part V.) 

We can hardly venture to hope that these somewhat scrappy texts 
will do much to dissipate the cloud of mystery which enshrouds the early 
history of the Palestinian Syriac dialect, but we shall be disappointed 
if they do not lead competent scholars, such as Dr Noldeke, after due 
examination of the fragments themselves, to assign a possibly earlier 
date than they have hitherto done to the Palestinian Syriac version 
of the Scriptures. 

Our thanks are due to Dr Taylor, Master of St John’s College, to 
Dr Schechter, and to the Syndics of the University Library, for having 
entrusted these valuable documents to our care; to Dr Rendel Harris, 
and to Dr Nestle for their reading of our proofs, and for many valuable 
suggestions ; to Professor Guidi of Rome, for his careful transcriptions 
from the Codex Chisianus, pp. 7—33; to Mr Stenning of Wadham 
College, Oxford, for identifying the text of Numbers on Fragment III. 
of our collection ; and lastly to the printers of the University Press, for 
the skill and patience which they have displayed in the execution of 
this work, 

AGNES. SMILE RE LE Vlas 

CASTLE-BRAE, 


CAMBRIDGE, 
February, 1900. 
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ib 


The upper half of a very ragged crinkled leaf with a smaller one (No. VIII.) 
stitched on to it. The margins are torn, and there are many holes, four of which 
are large ones, evidently caused by decay. The Hebrew script runs across the 
older Syriac one, and formed part of a roll, about 4# inches wide, the fragment 
itself being 9g? inches long, or with the addition of Fragment No. VIII. 
163 inches. The Syriac leaf has evidently been cut into two halves, of which 
the under one is lost. The Syriac script is in two columns, of which 17 lines 
remain, the style of writing being apparently that of the roth century. That 
portion of the text of Deuteronomy which ought to come between the end of 
col. a and the beginning of col. b points to 17 lines having been lost. The text 
on the hair-side of this fragment is most difficult to decipher, for the upper 
Hebrew letters have faded until they have become of exactly the same hue as the 
under Syriac ones, and as both are closely written the two appear entangled if 
hopeless confusion. The re-agent has been used on the hair-side only. A 
capital waz occurs on the flesh-side. 


[The Hebrew script is part of a Liturgy Pzyzt (roth or r1th century) for the Tabernacle 
feast. ]* 


LH. 


Two conjugate leaves of thin vellum, half of each being torn away in an 
irregular manner. Much damaged, and full of holes both large and small. 
Length 8+ inches ; present maximum breadth of f. 1, 4 inches; of f. 2, 44 inches. 
The upper Hebrew script is in one column, in a clear but somewhat uneven 


* For the information enclosed in square brackets we are indebted to Dr Schechter. 
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hand. There are 31 lines on the recto, and 30 on the verso. The lower Syriac 
script is in two columns, of which little more than one column is now extant on 
each page. The hand is extremely bold, and the writing above the line. The 
reading of the under script on both sides is made more difficult because, owing to 
the thinness of the vellum, the Hebrew of the upper script is seen through from 
the opposite side. There is one capital waz. 


[‘The Hebrew text is from Genes’s Rabbah, chapters i. and ii. (roth or rrth century).] 


UL 


A pair of conjugate leaves of fine vellum, measuring originally 9 inches by 
72. A large piece has been torn away from the bottom of each leaf. The 
upper Hebrew script is in one column and is closely written, with 3o lines in the 
column: the under Syriac is in two columns, of which that on col. b has a 
considerable downward slope, with 23 lines in each column. f. 1a, col. b, and 
its reverse, f. 1 b, col. a, are much riddled with holes. The re-agent has been 
used only on the hair-side of the vellum, viz. f. 1b and f. 2a. Two capital letters 
occur, a waw and a shin. 

(The Hebrew text is from Geres?s Rabbah, portions of chaps. lvi., lvii., lix., lx. (roth or rith 
century).] 


TVs 


A single leaf of very fine vellum, much damaged, a large part of the bottom 
and of the outer side having disappeared and the remainder being very ragged. 
It measured originally 8} inches by 7. The upper Hebrew script, closely 
wyitten, is in one column of 28 lines; the under Syriac is in two columns of 
22 lines each. The re-agent has not been employed upon this leaf, because of 
its fragile nature and the numerous holes. A capital Ze occurs: and the writing 
has a decided slope upwards. 


[The Hebrew text is from Genes?s Rabbah, chap. ly.] 


Ve 


A pair of conjugate vellum leaves, slightly thicker than No. III., and 
measuring g inches by 72. A large piece has been torn from the bottom of 
both, and the outer part of f. 2 is much torn. The upper Hebrew script is in 
one column of 30 lines, closely written. The under Syriac is in two columns 
with 24 lines in each column, the outer part of f. 2 being much damaged. A 
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single capital waw occurs. The re-agent has been used on the hair-side only, 
f. 1 a, cols. a and b, and f. 2b, col. b. Identified by Dr Rendel Harris. 


[The Hebrew text is from Gexes?s Rabbah, portions of chaps. lvii. and lviii.] 


VI. 


A pair of conjugate leaves of fine vellum, measuring 10 inches by 73. There 
is a large rent in the bottom of both leaves, and a large hole at the top of f. 1, 
also many tiny holes dotted about both leaves. The upper Hebrew script is in 
one column, closely written, with 31 lines in the page. The under Syriac is in 
two columns of 22 lines each; f. 1 b, col. a, having a perfectly blank space of 
2% inches between the end of Hosea and the beginning of Joel. A capital shin 
occurs in the word Wehunaz fily, in Hosea xiv. 6. Both leaves are much 
discoloured. They have been read without the re-agent. 


[The Hebrew text is a portion of the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Hrwdix, chap. iii.] 


WAU 


A single vellum leaf with a portion of its conjugate attached, found in 
May, 1899. It measures ro} inches by 8. Part of the inner margin is torn 
away ; there is a large hole and some smaller ones. The upper Hebrew script is 
in one column of 31 lines; the under Syriac one is in two columns, and was 
quite illegible without the re-agent. I have spent many hours in the vain 
endeavour to identify it. As the few words which I have deciphered appear to 
belong to the Old ‘Testament, I have printed it betwixt the fragments of Hosea- 
Joel, and that of II. Corinthians. 


[The Hebrew text is a portion of the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Z7wbzn, chap. i.] 


VIII. 


A ragged piece of rather coarse vellum, sewed on to No. I. Half of the leaf 
is torn irregularly away, and a large ragged hole is in the middle, caused by 
decay. Its greatest length when perfect would be 7 inches, its greatest breadth 
41 inches. The upper Hebrew script is distinct and clear, in regular lines ; the 
under Syriac script is large and clear on the flesh-side, but on the hair-side the 
half of each letter seems to be effaced, and all distinction between the upper and 
lower script is undiscernible, so that this has proved the least legible of all these 
fragments. 

[The Hebrew text is a Liturgy Pzywf of roth or 11th century for the Tabernacle feast. ] 
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IX. 


A pair of conjugate leaves, measuring originally 10 inches by 8, but the outer 
margins have been mostly torn away, and with them has gone some portions of 
the upper Hebrew script. This is in one column of 32 lines. The under 
Syriac script is a text from II. Corinthians, in two columns of 22 lines each. 
Part of the leaves is much discoloured, but it has been read without the re-agent. 
There are no capitals. The & is a very square letter, and does not project 
above the line. 


[The Hebrew text is a portion of the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Sotah, chaps. viii., ix. ] 


xX, 


A pair of conjugate leaves, measuring Io inches by over 73, with large rents 
from the edges and many holes. The upper Hebrew script is in one column of 
30 lines; the lower Syriac, a text from I. Thessalonians, being in two columns of 
24 lines each. A capital 4e occurs, and the S& comes above the line. The 
re-agent has not been used. 


{The Hebrew text is from the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Aywd72, chap. iii-] 


XI. 


A pair of conjugate leaves of rather thick vellum, the lower part of which has 
been torn away. ‘The first measures 8 inches at its longest part, and 6} at its 
shortest, by 9} inches in breadth. A large portion has been torn out of it. 
The second leaf measures nearly 73 inches at its longest part, and 6} at its shortest, 
by over 93 inches in breadth. This shows that the somewhat broad margins 
at the side of the first leaf must have crumbled away. The upper Hebrew script 
is in two columns, rg lines being extant in one column and 16 in the other. 
The leaf was turned upside down when this was written. The Syriac script, in 
two columns, is large, bold, and slightly sloping. There are from 14 to 17 lines 
extant in each column. They represent a text from II. Timothy and Titus, and 
have been read with the help of the re-agent. 


{The Hebrew text is a portion of a Midrash hitherto unknown, roth or rrth century.] 
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XII. 


A leaf of fine vellum, much damaged, and full of large holes, measuring 
originally 8? inches by 7}. Much of the upper part has been torn away. The 
upper Hebrew script is in one column of 31 lines, but of seven of these only a 
few words remain. The Syriac script is in two columns of 23 lines each; it 
seems to contain a verse of Isaiah, and is perhaps a homily. The writing is 
somewhat sloping, and on the hair-side is almost illegible. The re-agent has not 
been used. 


[The Hebrew text is a portion of Genesis Rabbah, chap. Ixxxii.] 


xetinle 


A single vellum leaf, much dilapidated, and containing many holes. It 
measured originally over 9} inches.by 6} but the edges are much frayed. The 
upper Hebrew text, in one column, is less closely written than the text of some 
of the preceding fragments; it numbers 29 lines, and the page was turned 
upside down when it was written. The under Syriac script is large and bold, 
in two columns of 16 lines each ; it is the Creed deciphered by Dr Rendel Harris. 
Owing to the soft and mouldy state of the vellum, the re-agent has not been used 
either on this fragment or on No. XIV. 


[The Hebrew text is a portion of the Talmud of Jerusalem, from a MS. rather later than 
Nos. VI., VII., IX. and X. Tractate Shedz‘oth.] 


XIV. 


Part of a single vellum leaf, of the same character as No. XIII. and possibly 
its conjugate. It measures 6 inches by 63. 1g lines only of the upper Hebrew 
script remain, with portions of two more. The Syriac writing is in two columns. 
Of each of these 11 lines are visible on either side of the leaf. 


[The Hebrew text is the same as that of No. XIII.] 


XV. 


A pair of conjugate leaves, of which half of the first has almost disappeared, 
and the second is very ragged. ‘They measured originally nearly 8} inches by 
63. Both leaves are much crinkled, making the Hebrew script, which is in one 
column of 26 lines, very difficult to read; and only a little of the under script 
(2 columns, 18 lines) can be deciphered, even with the re-agent. 

[The Hebrew text is a portion of the Zorath Kohanim (edition Weiss, pp. 11, 12).] 


Sp 1a, Cc 
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XVI. 


A pair of conjugate leaves of fine vellum, much broken at the edges, and 
with considerable portions irregularly torn away. There are four large holes and 
many small ones. Maximum length 73 inches, maximum breadth of f. 1, 
48 inches, of f. 2, 54 inches. The upper Hebrew script is in one column, in a 
neat and regular hand. There are 28 lines on f. ra and a vestige of one more 
on f. 1b, apparently-28, on f. 2a 25 complete, and on f. 2 b 24 complete. 

The lower Syriac script is in two columns, in a bold but not very even hand, 
with a marked tendency to carry a line along the bottom of the word. 


[The Hebrew text is from the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Pea, chap. iv.] 


XVII. 


A scrap of vellum, much discoloured and riddled with small holes. It is 
evidently the corner of a leaf, and measures 3} inches by 3. The upper writing 
is Hebrew, very closely written. The under one cannot be deciphered, and 


hardly even perceived. There are 6 lines of very small Hebrew writing in one 
of the margins. 


[The Hebrew text is a portion of the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Waasaroth.] 


XVIEL 


A single vellum leaf, measuring 10} inches by 84, but large portions have 
been torn away, and there are numerous holes. The upper Hebrew script is 
in one column of 28 lines; the leaf has been turned upside down to write it. 
The under Syriac script is in two columns of 21 lines each, but the greater 
part of one column has disappeared. The writing is very clear and of a brown 
colour, more upright than in the fragments of the Prophetical books. It was 


found on Aug. 4th, 1898, and was placed under glass. The re-agent has not 
been used. 


[The Hebrew text is from the Pesikta @ Rabbi Kahana (edition Buber, p. 119 ff.)] 


XIX. 


A single vellum leaf, 64 inches by 43, which has lost a portion of its margins 
and is full of holes. The upper Hebrew script in one column, contains 19 lines 
on the recto, and 10 on the verso. There is only one column of Palestinian 
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Syriac writing, that on the verso being partly free from the upper script. An 
upper corner of the leaf is much discoloured. The Syriac column contains 
13 lines, and probably contained more, but the old leaf of the Syriac MS. has 
been trimmed down to receive the Hebrew script. 


[The Hebrew text is part of a Liturgy Piywt for the Tabernacle feast. ] 


XX, 


A very ragged, discoloured fragment, with two large holes, and large portions 
torn off the edges and the corners. It now measures 7 inches by 52; but this 
affords no clue to its original size, as only one side-margin and a portion of the 
top one remains. Parts of the 22 lines of the upper Hebrew script, which was in 
one column, are extant ; also a few words of the two columns of Syriac writing, 
16 lines of which may be discerned. The re-agent has not been used. 


[The Hebrew text is a portion of the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Bezwh, chap. i.] 


XXI. 


A leaf of vellum, much discoloured, with a large piece broken off at the outer 
corner and two large holes in the middle. Original size 84 inches by 53. The 
upper Hebrew script is in one column, with 28 lines, the writing being somewhat 
irregular. 

The under Syriac script is in two columns, of which col. b is clipped off 
down the side. 


[The Hebrew is from the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Gezah, chap. i.] 


2 O.GWE 


A single leaf of fine vellum, much rubbed, ragged on the inner edge, with 
four large irregular holes, and many small ones, a piece being torn away at the 
upper right-hand corner. It measures 7$ inches by 54. A portion of its 
conjugate leaf is attached to it. The upper Hebrew script is in a fairly regular 
hand, the lines, of which there are 24 on each side, being rather close together. 

The under Syriac script is in two columns, running at right angles to the 
Hebrew, in very straight regular lines, and not very legible. 

[The Hebrew is from the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Horayoth, chap. iii.] 

Nos. I. and II. of our collection (pp. 107, 108) belong to the same manuscript, both as regards 
the Hebrew and the Syriac texts. 
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XXIII. 


A single leaf, much discoloured, with large pieces torn off at the corners, and 
two holes, evidently made by decay. It measures 8 inches by 63. The upper 
single column of Hebrew is roughly though clearly written, and numbers 26 lines. 
The under Syriac script is in two columns, with 1g lines in each. The re-agent 
has not been used. 


[The Hebrew text is a portion of the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Bezah, chap. i., same 
MS. as Nos. XX. and XXI.] 


XXIV. 


A single vellum leaf, measuring 9 inches by nearly 73, slightly damaged on 
the inner margin, with one large hole and many smaller ones. The upper 
Hebrew script is in one column of 29 lines; the under Syriac one is 
in 2 columns of 23 lines. The re-agent has not been used. 


[The Hebrew text is part of Genests Rabbah, chap. 1xxx.] 


XXV. 


Portion of a leaf, measuring 6 inches by 63. Two large portions at the top have 
been torn away, and there are many holes. 14 lines of the one column of the 
upper Hebrew script remain with a small portion of 6 lines more. The under 
Syriac is in two columns; 12 lines are visible in each, but they have only been 
partly deciphered. 


[The Hebrew text is part of the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Shebz‘oth, chap. il., same 
MS. as Nos. XIII. and XIV.] 


XXVI. 


A pair of conjugate leaves of fine vellum, a portion having been torn roughly 
away from the foot of both, much discoloured and wrinkled, with a few small 
holes. Maximum length 7} inches, breadth 5% inches. The upper Hebrew script 
is clear, with the lines somewhat close together. It is in one column of at least 
34 lines. 

The under Syriac script is also in one column, and the re-agent has been 
used on it with advantage. A dirty water stain down the inner edges, where it is 
dangerous to use the re-agent, has prevented our reading the entire lines. 


[The Hebrew text is from a Midrash on Proverbs, chaps. xiv., xv.; 12th or 13th century. ] 
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XXV ie 


Portion of a leaf, much decayed and irregular in outline, measuring 5? inches 
by 4} at its broadest part. Parts of 17 lines of a column of the Hebrew script 
are visible. The Palestinian Syriac, which was in two columns, is all but 
illegible. The re-agent has not been applied. 


[The Hebrew text is a portion of the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Sotah, chap. ix. From 
the same MS. as No. IX.] 


XXVIII. 


Two conjugate leaves, much decayed, the ink used for the Palestinian Syriac 
script having eaten away the substance of the vellum so as to riddle it with holes. 
As this has occurred on both sides of the leaves it has rendered the ancient 
writing quite illegible. The leaves originally measured each 7# inches by 62, but 
large portions have been torn off. The Hebrew script, in one column, numbered 
29 lines. 


[The Hebrew text is from the Talmud of Jerusalem. ‘Tractate Pesahzm, chaps. vii., x.] 


XXIX. 


A pair of conjugate leaves, much damaged ; a piece being torn out of both 
together at left-hand foot. There are many holes, due to decay. 

The length is 84 inches, maximum breadth 64 inches. 

The upper Hebrew script is in one column, in a neat, clear hand. Folio 
nea has) 34 lines, £) 1 Dihas 30, f. 2a has 31, and f. 2b 32, ~There is’ a-piece 
broken off, the edge being rolled up and glued together with the product of its 
own decay. 

The lower Syriac script is in two columns: it is in a fine straight hand, with a 
marked tendency to carry a straight line along the foot of each word, and to 
prolong it before the final letters of the line. Capital Waw occurs four times 
and capital He once, all outside the column. 


[The Hebrew text is from the Jerusalem Talmud. Tractate Shekalim, chap. i.; 11th or 12th 
century.] 
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XXX. 


A single leaf of rather thick vellum, well scraped on both sides, measuring 
g inches by 6. Parts of the inner side have been torn away, and there is one 
large hole. Both the upper Hebrew and under Edessene Syriac script on the 
flesh-side have been made legible by the re-agent, but on the hair-side the latter 
has been almost completely erased. Both are in one column, running the same 
way, the Hebrew having 36 lines, the Syriac 21. The latter appears to belong to 
the fifth or sixth century. 

This is the only Fragment in the present volume whose under script is not 
Palestinian Syriac. 


[The Hebrew text is a portion of a Liturgy Péyut for a sabbath (11th century).] 


LEWIS-GIBSON COLLECTION. 


I. 


A broken leaf, of thin vellum, about a third of it torn off lengthwise, 
with several large ragged holes. Its length is 7# inches, its present maximum 
breadth is 4g inches. The upper Hebrew script is in one column, and clearly 
written, though some letters at the beginning of the line on the flesh-side have 
been rubbed away. There are 26 lines on either side. The lower Syriac script 
runs across the Hebrew, and is in two columns. The lines are straight, the 
handwriting is bold, but so much faded as to be only legible in a few places with 
the help of the re-agent. 

(The Hebrew text is a portion of the Talmud of Jerusalem. Tractate Horayoth, chap. iii. 
Conjugate leaves in Hebrew MS. 


No. II. of this collection and No. XXII. of the Taylor-Schechter collection belong to the 
same MS. both as regards the Hebrew and the Greek scripts. ] 


I. 


A broken leaf, of thin vellum, conjugate with No. I., maximum measurements 
8 inches by 4§ inches. A piece, it is impossible to say how large, has been torn 
irregularly from the left side; the right side is torn, there is a large hole at the 
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bottom, besides two large and many small irregular holes in the body of the 
document. For description of the two scripts see No. I. There is a broken 
portion of another similar leaf beside it. 


EEL. 


This and No. IV. were found when the remains of the binding to our small 
Palestinian Syriac Lectionary, of which the text has been published in No. VI. 
Studia Sinattica, were split up on the occasion of the book being rebound. 
They were enclosed in a kind of bag or envelope of blank vellum similar to that 
on which they were written. This was evidently the framework for something 
else, perhaps of an ornamental character, seeing that it has attracted the attention 
of the spoiler. No. III. measures 62 by 2$ inches, it has two splits and several 
holes. Half of it is palimpsest, both scripts being in Palestinian Syriac. The 
lower script is of a reddish-yellow colour; the upper, which runs across it, being 
very black. It is impossible to say of either whether it was in one column or 
two, as the fragment is merely a strip cut from a page to fit into the binding. 
Eight lines of the upper writing are visible, and 19 of the lower. 


Tie 


This is like No. III., a cutting from a longer leaf. It measures 5 inches 
by 24. Four lines are visible on either side, containing the text from Numbers 
identified by Mr Stenning. 


The fac-similes which we give in this volume have been executed by Messrs 
T. and R. Annan and Sons, of Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, from photographs 
taken by Mr Edwin Wilson, of Cambridge. 
Jace Wk 
MM. D..G, 
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In the Greek translations which accompany the Biblical texts 
deciphered from these fragments, we give, for Deuteronomy, the text 
of Dr Swete’s edition of the Septuagint; for Jeremiah that of the 
Codex Chisianus (88)=R. vuI. 45 in the Chigi Library ; for Hosea 
and Joel that of the Codex Marchalianus; and for the New Testa- 


ment fragments that of Westcott and Hort. 


We have indicated those points in which the Syriac differs from 
the Greek : 


1. By square brackets enclosing such words as are lacking in 


the Syriac from the bad condition of the MSS. 


2, By round brackets enclosing such words as are lacking in 


the Syriac by the intention of the translator, 


3. By footnotes such words and phrases as are pleonastic in the 


Syriac, or which exhibit any other kind of variation. 


The text of the Codex Chisianus has been copied by Professor 
Guidi line for line with the original, of which it preserves all the 
peculiarities. But in those Greek texts, which are taken from editions 


already published, we have followed as nearly as possible the order 


of the Syriac version. 
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From the cover of a Palestinian Syriac Lectionary 


8784 


Cambridge. Univeristy. Library. Mss. 

(Taylor-Schecter) 

Palestinian Syriac texts from palimpset frag- 
ments in the Taylor-Schecter collection, edited 
by Agnes Smith Lewis and Margaret Dunlop Gibson. 
London, C.J. Clay, 1900. 
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